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Anthrax

Li-Hua Lai'?, Chih-Lung Lee” and Kow-Tong Chen’

Anthrax is often a fatal bacterial infection that occurs when Bacillus anthracis
endospores enter the body by inhalation, ingestion, or abrasion through the skin. It
is a zoonosis to which most mammals, especially grazing herbivores, are considered
susceptible. Human infection results from contact with contaminated animals or
animal products, and there are no known cases of human-to-human transmission.
Since mid-1990s, Bacillus anthracis has been postulated to be a likely agent of
biological warfare or terrorism because of its physical properties and its virulence
factors. Since 1978, inhalational anthrax had not been encountered in the United
States until the first index case was recognized in 2001. Biologic weapon has
become reality from theory. It not only shocked American people, but also
threatened our people. Good preparedness is one of the important measures to
reduce the morbidity and mortality caused by biological weapon. The purpose of
this study is to review the paper of anthrax for prevention and intervention efforts.
(Chin J Fam Med 2001; 11: 117-27)
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